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From Your Principal 
Mrs. Betty Pettiford   

Dear Dogwood Families,                    

I would like to officially welcome you back from summer break, and welcome you and your child(ren) to the 2015-2016 school year.!!! On 
Monday, August 24th , your child(ren) entered the building some bright eyed and expressions of excitement while others appeared rather 
subdued and sleepy after their summer vacation.  However, after a day or two every student was back on track, focused and ready for a 
new year of learning! Our students look great with their new uniforms! Thank you for ensuring that your student(s) come to us each day 
prepared to learn. 

 We enjoyed seeing many of our new and a few of our returning families at our “Sneak a Peek” on Thursday, August 27th .  Special thanks 
to our teachers, resource staff and PTA for making this a successful event. 

At Dogwood, we take great pride in our academic achievements and our safe learning environment.  In keeping with a safe learning 
environment, Dogwood has been tested for asbestos, and successfully met standards. We are also proud to inform you that every teacher 
at Dogwood has been certified as “highly qualified.” We thank each of you for your support and cooperation as we partner together to 
provide your child with a challenging and engaging instructional program, in a supportive, and collaborative learning environment. In order 
to continue our excellent programs, and support for our students, we desperately need parent volunteers.  Please call the school, email or 
send a note, if you are able to volunteer one day a week, or a few hours. In addition, we encourage every family to join the PTA. The PTA 
is your voice in the decisions involving the welfare, and education of your child, and it is only $10.00 to join. 

Parents whenever you would like to visit your child’s class or meet with your child’s teacher it is necessary to make an appointment, before 
or after school. In the morning teachers are busy preparing for the instructional day and must focus their time and attention on teaching 
and learning for your student.  

When entering the building, please remember to come to the office to Raptor in your identification.  This procedure is to ensure the 
safety and security of your student(s).  

Reminder (Arrival/Dismissal)….Dogwood was designed to be a 100 % bussed school except for special permission students. Therefore, 
when students other than special permission students become car riders it creates a lot of congestion in our car rider line. We ask for 
your patience as we are working to resolve the issue.  We ask if your student is a bus rider and you change the manner in which you want 
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your child to be picked up, you must contact the office no later than 12:30, giving the secretary ample time to notify the teacher and 
student of the change. In addition, if students are being picked up prior to the end of the school day (3:10), we must receive notification 
by 12:30, unless there is an emergency. 

Parents we need your help! Dogwood Elementary has become a “Food Free Zone” when celebrating your (child/ren) birthday at school.  
This means no cake, cookies, candy or fruit juice. If you would like to celebrate your child’s birthday you can provide non-edible items. We 
suggest a goodie bag with stickers, hand sanitizer, pencils, erasers etc. All children can be included in this type of celebration, particularly 
those with food allergies! 

Our first fundraiser is Claire’s Gourmet, and the kick-off will begin September 18th.  The proceeds of this fund-raiser will go towards 
digital license and instructional materials.  

In closing, we look forward to seeing you at our Back to School Night on Tuesday, September 8th at 6:00 p:m in the cafetorium. If you 
have two children there will be two sessions.  Again, welcome back to the 2015-2016 school year. This year promises to be a year of 
continued academic growth and development as we prepare students to be globally competitive with 21st century skills. .. 

******Parents! This letter will be the only hard copy that you will receive for the year!  This email along with all future correspondence 
will be via our website at: www.dogwoodes.bcps.org. 

Kindergarten 
Dear kindergarten families, 

What a terrific start to the school year we are having! We hope you and your child are transitioning into the lifestyle of 
Kindergarten!

We are so excited to be providing your child with a concrete beginning to his/her academic career. We look forward to a successful 
school year full of fun, learning, and success! 

Sincerely, 

http://www.dogwoodes.bcps.org
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Mrs. Cumbo, Ms. Sanders, Ms. Halperin, Ms. Sparzak,  Mrs. Jones.

Important Kindergarten Facts: 

We are currently providing literacy instruction using the Wonders Phonics and 
Reading Program. Throughout the month of September, we will be working on 
units revolving around the familiar characters of Miss Bindergarten and The 
Gingerbread Man to help us learn more about school, the rules, and the 
expectations. 

In math, we are beginning to establish a calendar routine along with how to keep track of attendance and the days we are in school. 
Likewise, we are exploring with many manipulatives and learning basic vocabulary words that will help us set the foundation for our 
upcoming math units. 

A few Kindergarten Reminders: 

A snack should be sent in daily with your child. 

If you have not yet completed and returned all the paperwork from kindergarten orientation, please do so as soon as possible.

On the days that your child’s class is scheduled for physical education, it is recommended that he/she wear tennis shoes and wear 
appropriate clothing.

Beginning on Tuesday, September 8th, the students will be escorted into the building by resource staff and walked down to the classrooms 
where the kindergarten teachers will be waiting for them.

Please be sure to check your child’s take home folder daily.  

Please read to your child each day for at least 15 minutes
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If there is a change in how your child is to be dismissed, please notify the school office (41-0887-6808), and they will inform the teacher.

1st Grade 
Welcome Back First Grade parents!

During the first three weeks of school, our classes will be focusing on key skills that will provide a 
strong foundation for our learning. Some of the skills your child will be learning and practicing 
include high-frequency words, letter-sound recognition and reading comprehension. Our classes will 
also refine their handwriting through daily activities and practice in their class workbook. 

In unit 1, students will count, order, compare quantities, and work with the operation of addition. 
Students also work on finding addition combinations up to 10 and learn to make sense of and solve 
story problems. They are introduced to several of the classroom routines that practice and reinforce 
work with counting, developing visual images of number, collecting data, and working with concepts 
of time (calendar/clock). We look forward to an exciting year of learning and fun with your children. 

2nd Grade 
Welcome Back! Second graders are excited to begin our Language Arts Unit, Friendship. We 

have already started reading stories about friendship and talking about how friends depend on each 
other. In math we have been busy with our first unit called Addition, Subtraction and the Number 
System. We have been engaged in math workshops that entail counting and building with counting 
cubes and covering shapes with pattern blocks. We have also spent time learning about time and 
money which will be a big focus as our year continues. Lastly, we have a character trait of the 
month that we will spend time discussing each day. This month our focus is on responsibility. 

A few notes to remember: 

*Please make sure your child is on time to school each day. Instruction begins at 8:50. 
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*Please make sure your child wears tennis shoes on P.E. days. It takes away from our learning time when students go to their lockers to 
change shoes. 

*If your child is sick, please make sure to send in a note so it is an excused absence.

 *If you need to change the way your child goes home, please remember to send a note or call the school (410-887-6808).

*If your contact information has changed, please make sure to update it in the office.  This is important in case of an emergency.

We are eager to make this year a success and we couldn’t do it without you! Thanks for your support!   

-The Second Grade Team

Ms. Regan- kregan2@bcps.org

Ms. Silver-jsilver@bcps.org

Ms. Talerico- mtalerico@bcps.org

Ms. Torrence- atorrence@bcps.org

Ms. Weil- aweil@bcps.org

3rd Grade 
This September in 3rd grade we are reading all about endangered animals! We are talking about the importance of preserving animals 
habitats and how we, as humans, both hurt and harm them. We are working on building sentence strength and handwriting skills as well. In 
math we are starting off our year looking at multiplication and division! We are focusing on having students explain their thinking while 
they solve math problems and coming up with many different ways to solve something. We will be diving into multiple step problems in the 
future. The third grade team would love help at home by continuing to read with your child for at least 15 minutes every night and asking 
them who, what, when, where, why and how questions as you read. This will encourage understanding as your child is reading! We can’t wait 
to meet you at back to school night!
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4th Grade
Welcome Back to School! 

Reading/Language Arts
Fourth grade is excited to begin our first reading unit, “Choosing Kindness.”  We will be analyzing the novel Wonder in order to explore 
the essential questions, “How do our actions and  words affect others?” and “When is choosing kindness hard?” 

Math
Unit One focuses on understanding place value concepts of larger numbers—to the millions’ place, and addition and subtraction of larger 
numbers. Fourth graders should be fluent with basic addition and subtraction facts.

Science and Social Studies
Social Studies will include a study of maps and the geographic regions of Maryland. In “A Closer Look at Space” students will learn about 
the causes of seasons and the phases of the moon. Science is taught by Miss Caldwell and Mrs. Kuhn; Social Studies is taught by Ms. Sutton 
and Ms. Putnam. 

SAVE THE DATE:
Back to School Night - Sept. 8th
 

Fourth Grade Team

Miss Caldwell: bcaldwell@bcps.org
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Ms. Putnam: sputnam@bcps.org

Ms. Sutton: csutton@bcps.org

Mrs. Kuhn: kkuhn@bcps.org

It’s going to be a fantastic year!

5th Grade
The Fifth Grade teachers are so excited about the challenges and experiences that 
are in store for all of us including our students, this year. I’d like to say Welcome to 
our new Fifth Grade team members, Mr. Stephen Artis who comes to us from 
Edmondson Heights in Baltimore County and Mrs. Malikah Al-Uqdah, who 
transferred here from Montgomery County, Maryland.   If you haven’t already, stop 
in and introduce yourself.  

Our Reading curriculum has been revamped with fun and exciting learning 
opportunities.  The Math curriculum has changed too.  Along with curriculum 
written by BCPS is a super support called Envisions.  You should have seen some homework come home by now.  Those colorful 
worksheets are a part of the Envisions supplemental learning aids.  

In Math we are studying Place Value with Whole Numbers and Decimals.  In Reading we’re all reading a great novel entitled, Out Of My 
Mind by Sharon Draper.  It is a phenomenal book.  The kids are enjoying it.  Students in Ms. Williams and Mrs. Al-Uqdah’s homerooms are 
studying Social Studies with a concentration in the Colonial Regions of the United States before it became a country.  Mr. Artis’ class is 
studying Science in the unit Geology Rocks.  Ms. Crump’s class is also studying Science in the unit Weather the Weather.  

Our first field trip is right around the corner.  We’re going on a required field trip that supports the classroom teachings of the Eco Trekkers 
unit on November 5, 2015.  It is a required field trip.  If you would like to accompany your child’s class as a chaperone, you must complete 
the Volunteer Training published by BCPS.  
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Last but not of least importance, our classroom supplies of items to keep us healthy are in need.  Seasonal allergies and Flu season are right 
around the bend.  All classes are need of tissues, hand sanitizer, Clorox wipes, and liquid hand soap.  

Bedtime Routine
Preschoolers
Preschoolers sleep about 11 to 12 hours per night. Those who get enough rest at night may no longer need a daytime nap. Instead, they may 
benefit from some quiet time in the afternoon. As kids give up their naps, they may go to bed at night earlier than they did as toddlers.

School-Age Kids and Preteens
School-age kids need 10 to 11 hours of sleep a night. Bedtime problems can start at this age for a variety of reasons. Homework, sports and 
after-school activities, computers, TVs, mobile devices, and hectic family schedules all can contribute to kids not getting the sleep they 
need.

Sleep-deprived kids can become hyper or irritable, and may have a hard time paying attention in school.

It's still important to have a consistent bedtime, especially on school nights. Leave enough technology-free time before bed to allow your 
child to unwind before lights-out. A good rule of thumb is switching off the electronics at least an hour before bed and keeping TVs, 
computers, and mobile devices out of kids' bedrooms

No matter what your child's age, establish a bedtime routine that encourages good sleep habits. 

Reviewed by: Rupal Christine Gupta, MD


